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El Salvador is a modest performer in terms of its knowledge infrastructure. It 
ranks 102nd out of 154 countries in the Global Knowledge Index 2021 and 7th 
out of the 27 countries with medium human development.

   + Tertiary graduates from ICT programmes (%)
   + Citations per document
   + Gross attendance ratio for tertiary education, 

gender parity
   + Firms offering formal training (%)
   + Investment in telecommunication services 

(% GDP)

   - Joint ventures per strategic alliance deals (% 
GDP)

   - Educational attainment rate, doctorate or 
equivalent

   - Educational attainment rate, master’s or 
equivalent

   - Research institutions prominence
   - Government expenditure on vocational edu-

cation (%)

GDP US$ billions
Population
HDI

PRE-UNIVERSITY
EDUCATION

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT  
AND INNOVATION

TECHNICAL AND  VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION AND TRAINING

HIGHER 
EDUCATION

INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY

ECONOMY

ENABLING
ENVIRONMENT

Pre-university 
education

Technical and 
vocational education 
and training

Higher
education

Research, development 
and innovation

Information and 
communications 

technology

Economy

Enabling 
environment

Global Knowledge Index

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l 

en
ab

lin
g 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t

TV
ET

 la
bo

ur
 

m
ar

ke
t

Ec
on

om
ic

 
co

m
pe

tit
iv

en
es

s

G
ov

er
na

nc
e

In
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re

U
sa

ge

Le
ar

ni
ng

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t

O
ut

pu
ts

Ec
on

om
ic

op
en

ne
ss

O
ut

pu
ts

Fi
na

nc
in

g 
an

d 
do

m
es

tic
va

lu
e 

ad
de

d

K
no

w
le

dg
e

ca
pi

ta
l

TV
ET

 
co

m
po

ne
nt

s

A
cc

es
s

Im
pa

ct

So
ci

o-
ec

on
om

ic

H
ea

lth
 a

nd
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t

In
pu

ts

In
pu

ts

El Salvador

Medium human development

World average

102/154
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*All values are normalized to a scale from 0 (worst) to 100 (best).
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